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Congress of the Wnited States g ;/ |
- aghington, BE 20515 e

February 18, 1993

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim

Director, Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M street, N. W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

Enclosed is information from Gene Perkins concerning the Federal
Communications Commission.

I would appreciate any assistance and/or information you could provide
in regard to this matter. Please direct correspondence pertaining to this

inquiry to my Fort Worth district office, 3509 Hulen, Suite 103, Fort Worth,
Texas 76107.

Thank you for vour interest and consideration.

Sincerely,

14

Member of Congress
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January 3¢, 1883

The Honorable Joe Barton

"United States House of ReprcsentlvesA~ﬂ

Washlngton, ‘D.C. 2@515
Dear Congressman Barton:

I am actively involved in the design, construction, and operation of
radio-controlled model aircraft. I own several hundred dollars worth
of radio control equipment and have spent hundreds of hours designing
and constructing the aircraft. In addition to the recreational aspects
of this activity, it contributes to the base of knowledge about aero-
dynamics and about remote control of air vehicles as used, more and
more, by our military services.

I am very concerned about proposed rules changes that are being con-
sidered by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). These changes
were published as NPRM-PR Docket 82-235. 1f these changes are put
into effect it will be the most massive and radical change in radio
frequency allocation in 64 years.

Our current radio-control frequencies are in the 72 to 76 megaherz

band and we are limited to a maximum transmitter output of one watt.
The proposed changes would allocate additional channels (narrow bands
of frequency spectrum) interspersed between the channels which we use.’
In addition, the new channels would be permitted to transmit five watt§

of power. This would make our channels unusable for radio-control of .

flying aircraft since the new channels would ’flood’ the adjacent e

channels. g

You must understand that these model aircraft have wing spans up to
ten feet, weigh as much as forty pounds, and fly at speeds up to
209 miles per hour. At many flying meets there are usually dozens
and sometimes hundreds of spectators.

When we fly our model airplanec we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of operators and spectataors by controlling the use of the
channels so that there are no frequency conflicts betweens the several
flyers. [f the FCC implements the proposed changes it will reduce the
number of usuable channels and diminish the margin of safety since we
will have no control over the new channels. In fact, interference
could be caused by a passing vehicle which would be transmitting up

to five times the power of ocur transmitters -- causing the loss of
control of the aircraft.

Please help me to persuade the FCC that it would not be wise to
jeopardize an activity that provides so much enjoyment to adults
and provides so much education in aerodynamics and electronics to our

young pcople.
L1n~/<7

Gene E. Perklns

5224 Winifred Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76133
817-292-5718



